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Communiqué - 4 August 2005
Third meeting of Council 

Joint Meeting of Housing, Local Government and Planning Ministers

At a joint meeting of State, Territory and Australian Government Ministers for Housing, Local Government and Planning in Melbourne today Ministers noted the initiatives being taken in individual jurisdictions to improve the supply of affordable housing.

Acknowledging the significant issues facing all governments in the provision of affordable housing, including market forces of supply and delivery, Ministers agreed to adopt a Framework for National Action on Affordable Housing.

In adopting this framework Ministers agreed to develop initiatives and to implement a range of actions over the next three years aimed at addressing a predicted shortfall of affordable housing.

Local Government and Planning Ministers’ Council 

The Local Government and Planning Ministers’ Council then met to discuss a range of issues relevant to their portfolios.
Implementing the Outcomes of the Future of Australia’s Cities and Towns

State and Territory jurisdictions and the Australian Local Government Association endorsed policy objectives for the future performance of Australia's Cities and Towns and provided direction for a forward work program over the next five years for the Planning Officials Group. 
Development Assessment Forum (DAF) Model 

The Council reviewed the finalised Leading Practice Model for Development Assessment. The Council agreed that the Model was an important reference for individual jurisdictions in advancing reform of development assessment and acknowledged the work of the Development Assessment Forum.  The Council noted that the Australian Capital Territory (ACT) has already announced it will adopt most of the model in its new planning legislation.  
Australian Government response to Rates and Taxes: A Fair Share for Responsible Local Government (the Hawker Inquiry)
The meeting discussed the Australian Government response to the recommendations of the Hawker Inquiry.

The response provides for:

· Australian Government support for the development of an inter-governmental agreement on Local Government relations;

· a resolution to be put in both Houses of Parliament acknowledging local government as an integral sphere of governance in Australia;

· the Commonwealth Grants Commission to undertake a review of the interstate distribution of the local road grants of the Financial Assistance Grants;

· a Productivity Commission study on the capacity of local government to raise own-source revenue;

· consultation with stakeholders on impediments to judicious borrowing by local government for infrastructure; and

· a further Financial Assistance Grant National Principle to preserve grants for 4 years for councils that amalgamate.

Members agreed that the development of an Inter-governmental Agreement was an important next step.
Development of an Inter-Governmental Agreement to Guide Relations between the State and Territories, the Australian Government and Local Government
The Council noted the work already undertaken on the development of an inter-governmental agreement to guide relations between the States and Territories, the Australian Government and Local Government. 
A Working Group that included representatives from the State and Territory Local Government Associations has explored the development of an inter-governmental agreement.  All members of the Working Group have participated constructively in the development of the inter-governmental agreement and general agreement exists on many of the principles for improving local government relations.

A special meeting of the Ministerial Council in March 2006 will consider a draft of the inter-governmental agreement. 

Response to Recommendation 11 of the Hawker Report (Redevelopment of National Awards for Local Government)

The Council agreed to explore options to redesign the National Awards for Local Government to provide for a State and Territory dimension to the Awards.

COAG Natural Disaster Mitigation Reviews
The Council considered a report on progress made by each jurisdiction towards implementing recommendations arising from two recent reports to the Council of Australian Government (COAG) on natural disaster mitigation: 
· Natural Disasters in Australia: reforming mitigation, relief and recovery arrangements (COAG 2002); and 

· National Inquiry on Bushfire Mitigation and Management (COAG 2005).

It was agreed that the progress report will form the basis of a report by the Chair of the Council to COAG through the Augmented Australasian Police Ministers’ Council.
Communities Affected by Rapid Population Growth (including Sea change)  

The Council considered a report focussing on infrastructure and related needs arising in communities affected by rapid population growth. 
Further work will be undertaken by officials to identify the main issues faced by rapid growth councils and conduct a stock take of current State/Territory approaches to addressing those issues.  
A report will be prepared for the next Council meeting on the need for collaboration between jurisdictions on managing issues arising in communities affected by rapid population growth and the opportunities for such collaboration.  

Airports
The Council also considered a paper canvassing issues regarding the impact of the Commonwealth’s regulation of airport master planning under the Airports Act 1996 and the development of potential strategies that might be adopted to address these issues.
Joint Committee

The Council considered advice on various matters being progressed through the Local Government and Planning Joint Committee and its sub-committees - the Local Government Joint Officers Group (LOGJOG) and the Planning Officials Group (POG).  In respect of the following issues Council noted:

· a paper outlining the current approaches in respect to viability of smaller councils;
· Victoria’s community strengthening research project and its potential for national application;
· the LGPMC Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Reconciliation Action Plan;
· an analysis of approaches to the provision of local government services to indigenous communities; and
· national issues associated with providing appropriate and timely development of infrastructure.
The Council also noted papers on 
· how access to dwellings for disabled people might be addressed using State/Territory planning systems (Victoria);

· how different spheres of government can work together to facilitate improved access to child care (Australian Government); and 
· Commonwealth Local Government Forum Conference to be held in New Zealand in March 2007 (New Zealand).

The Local Government and Planning Ministers’ Council agreed to meet next in Adelaide, in August 2006.
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